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ic Splendid idea," he said, " but I'm afraid
-1 went with it to the Minister I should get
.0 hearing."
" And why not?"
" Well, you see, people here don't believe
i systematic preparation. We French are
.0 good at organising; we just muddle
irough. But we have a genius for im-
rovisation."
This  excuse  was  frequently given  and
ommonly accepted, but it was only a half-
nth.   The French genius for improvisation
ad its wings clipped by routine.
I shall not enter upon a discussion of the
jategical situation on the outbreak of war.
Tie mobilisation worked without a hitch,
ut while Poland was being overrun, the
autious mock-advance of the French into a
nail corner of German territory along the
'ontier  proved   the  first  disappointment.
t is not my business to repeat here the
eart-rending story of how the defenders of
farsaw, up to the last minute, clung to the
ope of Allied help:  that the Allies would
;nd 'planes and would attack in the West,
he French Press was exuberant in its praise
or the Polish heroes.   The French generals
*ld on to the Maginot Line.
In French inner life, from the first day of